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The mission of the YWCA is to 

eliminate racism and empower women 

while promoting peace, justice, freedom, and dignity for all. 
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Dolard and Priscilla Gendron 

Early Learning 

Dedication Ceremony 

On Tuesday, June 20th at noon, the YWCA Board of Directors will host a dedication ceremony for the 

naming of our Early Learning program. The Early Learning Center serves approximately 50 children 

ages 2 ½ years to 5 years old and provides quality pre-school and pre-kindergarten education. 

 

The ‘Priscilla and Dolard Gendron Early Learning Center’ is named in gratitude for the impactful 

financial support that the Gendron family has given to the YWCA. In 2010 the Gendrons provided a 

sustaining donation to the YWCA that kept the organization from closing and planted a seed that has 

allowed us to thrive. In 2016 the Gendrons made another substantial gift that has supported the 

YWCA in expanding our vision for the Early Learning Center program.  

 

The Board of Directors would like to invite our members and friends to join us to celebrate the 

dedication! A light lunch, coffee, and dessert will be served. For more information please 

contact the YWCA at 795-4050.   

 

Barbara Varney Randall Endowment 

The YWCA Central Maine is proud to announce the establishment of the Barbara Varney Randall 

Endowment Fund. Barbara Randall, a well-known Lewiston native, passed away at the age of 89 on 

November 22nd, 2015. Ms. Randall was a Lewiston High School graduate and a 1946 graduate of 

Bates College with a degree in Sociology. She later received her Masters Degree from the University 

of Maine in 1960. Ms. Randall served as the Dean of Women at Bates College before taking a 

teaching position in the English Department at Edward Little High School where she taught until her 

retirement.  

 

Ms. Randall was an active participant in many local organizations and according to Thomas Peters, II 

Esq. She left a legacy of $326,370 to nine local organizations including the YWCA Central Maine 

where she was an active member and served on its Board of Directors. Other organizations 

remembered by Ms. Randall include the Auburn Public Library, the Lewiston Public Library, the 

Women’s Literary Union, The Public Theatre, The Community Little Theatre, Bates College, LA Arts, 

and Washburn-Norlands. Mr. Thomas Peters II, Esq., on behalf of the Barbara Varney Randall 

Estates, presents a check to members of the YWCA Board of 

Directors, the Executive Director, and to long-time friend of 

Barbara Randall and former Board member, Tonie Ramsey.  

 

From Left to Right: Andrea Breau, Kathy Durgin-Leighton, Tonie 

Ramsey, Thomas Peters II, Barbara Bixby, Esther Yoo, and 

Kristine Kittridge  



YWCA Annual Rummage Sale 

It’s not too late for spring cleaning! The YWCA is accepting donations for the annual 

Rummage Sale until Friday, June 9. The 2017 Rummage Sale will benefit the YWCA's 

Summer Camp program, serving youth in Lewiston Auburn throughout the length of summer 

vacation. Proceeds from the rummage sale will allow our campers to take part in field trips to 

explore Maine, educational experiences that prevent summer learning loss, health and wellness 

programming, nature exploration, and arts workshops! 

 

Donations must be in good working condition and may include: 

-Furniture, including patio and summer furniture. 

-Gardening equipment 

-Household items and decor 

-Children's toys and games 

-Children's and adult sports equipment 

-Books 

-Any other indoor/outdoor items, recreational equipment, or tools that you many have! 

- This year, we will not be accepting clothing or shoes.  

 

Don’t forget to join us on Saturday, June 10 from 8am-1pm for some quality yard sale-ing! 

There is no cost to enter the rummage sale. To donate or volunteer please call the YWCA at 

795-4050. For more information or to spread the word please visit our facebook event page: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/423170738055685/?active_tab=about  

 

 

 

what the YWCA does with donations before the Rummage 

Sale? Our staff love to play with some of the quirky items we 

get-like our new banana friend! Lately she has ended up in 

some unexpected meetings and places:  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/423170738055685/?active_tab=about


Summer Camp 

School is almost out and the YWCA’s Summer Camp 

2017 is nearly here! The YWCA offers full-day Summer 

Camp throughout the weeks of summer vacation for 

children ages 5-12 (five year olds must have completed 

kindergarten). There is still time to sign up but space is 

filling up quickly and the deadline to register is June 21. 

This year, camp kicks off June 26 with Sports Camp!  

 

Summer 2017 at the YWCA will feature some exciting 

new programming, including Future Fridays! Each week 

a community member will come visit camp to share their 

journey from elementary school to where they are today. 

Weekly field trips will also provide new opportunities for 

children to explore the great State of Maine, including-the Maine Wildlife Park, Coastal Maine 

Botanical Gardens, museums, college and universities, Maine State Parks, and more local adventure! 

YWCA Summer Camp will offer a diverse themes throughout summer vacation:  

 

Sports Camp I (June 26-30)  

Animal Planet (July 3-7)  

Art Camp I (July 10-14)  

STEM (July 24-28)  

Talent Week (July 24-28)  

Around the World (July 31-August 4)  

Sports II (August 7-11)  

Art Camp II (August 14-18)  

Maine (August 21-25)  

For more information call the YWCA at 795-4050 today!    

 

 

What’s new in the YWCA 

Early Learning Center and Afterschool Program?! 

Early Learning Center  

On June 2, the Christopher Robin’s Classroom graduated 17 soon-to-be kindergarteners! Families 

joined YWCA staff to celebrate all that their classroom accomplished this year and look ahead to all of 

their successes to come. Before graduation, we asked our pre-school students to dream big about 



their future careers and they all had fantastic answers for what they wanted to be when they grow up. 

Check out what they had to say as well as a photo of Miss Melissa congratulating our graduates at 

the top of our newsletter!  

 

 

During this rainy season our pre-school classrooms have had to come up with creative ideas for fun 

when they are unable to go outside! Recently, the Tigger’s Tree House Classroom held a Teddy 

Picnic for children and their bears:   

      

 

 

 

 



 

Afterschool Program Youth in the Afterschool Program are learning 

 about healthy eating and meal planning! Last week they made yogurt and fruit smoothie popsicles 

and froze them for the next day’s snack. Check out the mess and giggles:     

 

    

 

Aquatics News 

 

YWCA American Red Cross Lifeguard Training! 

 

Have you ever dreamed of becoming a lifeguard? The YWCA 

hosts American Red Cross lifeguard certification training 

throughout the year and our next class begins on June 

22! Participants complete an online course at home and then 

come in to demonstrate skills learned. The course is open to 

anyone 15 years of age and older. Deadline for registration is 

June 12 so sign up today!  

The YWCA also offers an American Red Cross Lifeguard Instructor course to certify current 

lifeguards ages 17 and older to teach the Lifeguard Training Course. Classes will begin July 3 and 

registration is due by June 23.  

For more information on requirements, cost, and other classes offered by the YWCA Aquatics School 

visit our website at: https://ywcamaine.org/what-we-do/aquatics/aquatics-programsclasses/.  

To register call the YWCA at 795-4050. Space is limited, call today 

 

 

https://ywcamaine.org/what-we-do/aquatics/aquatics-programsclasses/


 

PEACE Summer Meet Ups! 

 

After a brief recess, PEACE is back with an adventurous 

summer session! Join us in July and August to celebrate Eid, 

get outdoors, and participate in an ask-anything workshop on 

women’s health from a local physician. Upcoming dates 

include:  

July 6- Eid Celebration & Culture Night. Join us for a potluck 

and party! Guests are invited to bring food to share that 

represents their culture.  

July 20- Thorncrag Hiking Trip. The Women’s Walking Group 

is taking it to the next level! We’ll hike the trails and take in the views from the top. (meet at the 

YWCA at 5pm).  

August 10-Tripp Lake Picnic. Come have dinner by the lake with us and watch the sunset. (Meet at 

the YWCA at 5pm).  

August 31-Women’s Health Workshop with Dr. Paige Picard. Do you have a question about health, 

wellness, or the body to you’re dying to have answered? Come learn about women’s health and bring 

all your questions for a casual and informative conversation with Dr. Picard!  

PEACE (Positive Ethnic and Cultural Exchange) is a YWCA initiative working to build community 

among women while emphasizing cross cultural exchange. The program fosters transformative 

friendships through social gatherings, health and wellness programming, art workshops, and issue-

based dialogue in a women-only space.  

Did you miss the PEACE Craft Night on June 1? Check out our photos below! PEACE participant and 

crafter extraordinaire, Katie Adams taught participants how to knit while others enjoyed making 

homemade scrubs and coloring! 

   

 

 


